„ a Ti th,HlllBboro.5.v£.Pocahontas County. 

^ u0 -co«crcc And Induatry-3.0 *>* _ 

Z The operations Of George ..Ml* 


In I9 o 2 George "lllin= B of nCsr 


Lobelia. Pocahontas County, 17,Va bou- 


jircular-sas mill,hie first 


operation was a set on Caesar fountain 


/ght a circular so. tlBWr froo S am ft S _ 

tw “ —- - “ SI25 - 

w .. —■*-" i ""*” 8 ”* , ' ,sce - , 

325. 000 was cut at this set and u ? on completion moved to Seebert. 

His next aet was also for S.J Payne and the mill was set at what 
was known at that time as Carter Siding which is just below Seebert ,71 ,Va 
the timber having been bought from many different people of Seebert and 
the surrounding terretory.Thia operation started in April I9P2 and run to 
yay 19 

Camps were built to take care of the men and barns r;e r e built to 
stable the horses,as Payne had one and two tears there most of the time 
besides the horses of Hits McCarty of Hillsboro end K.O Wade of the Wa¬ 
de corner which is a section at the top of the Seebert hill. 

The lumber ras Ifcded in box cars of the C 4 0 Railroad and shipl 
pc d to many different act Ions,4 CO, 000 was sa*ed at this set and Williams 
was cawytr on all of his operations. 

from Seebert the Bill was moved to Hed Lick Mountain to onw for 

a... lnj, ..,cy having bougt this tract of timber from “.H Shear¬ 
er -ho lived on the teg of ^ Crtelc Qbove 0nQtO- ^ m Coap&ny BCrC 

Captain A.I Smith and Jim Whiting. 

5 * 10 thl * ba n<l*ry and bounded oa followc starting 

at ih. head of dry Cre. k the nct to Borlo>i ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Of I .It Af^ast and -it th. line. of 8 . B IulM #nd H . fl ^ ^ tfaCn 


•• f. 





^Btcor-racrcr And Induatry-S.3 Smlth.Klllsboro.f.Va.Pocahontas County. 
MTz otorct Tillians Operations Concluded - 

r\v cibson line.this tract .as formeiy own'd by the Lynch Lu.Vr Co. 
W This timber .as deeded to Smith And Siting l*rch 2I.I9<S.the y paid 
■^OOfor the tnundary from xhich they .«'d ^OO, 000 feet ox boards there 
» t , 0 6 ets .Upon completion of this operation ttilliama moved/ hi. sill 

WZct to the Little Levels District and over Caesar fountain to his next 

p ***’ The tth set was for J.I peck on the farm tnorra at that tide as the 
Dr.J.D Thrasher faro and deeded by him to JJ and Iffie peck July 9.1993- 
f The mill was 6 et just under th 6 top of Caspar Mountain on the 

?cck place and ready for operation,peck had a team and did part of the 
I skidding but he hired Harry and Frank Thompson of killpoint to do part of 
e the skidding. 

John Bobiett of Lobelia hod the oisfortune of having hio hand cut 
1 off by the cdgcr on this operation leaving him a cripple thfc rest of his 
B life. 

This oppration took piece in 19 06 & 07 and they sawed U 16 .OOO. 

*5— The next set was for S.J Payne and took place on top of Caeear 
0 Mountain at the Dick Anderson farm and purchased from his widow Sally 
Anderson the farm is now owne d by TIilford Bruffey. 

This raa opc-ated In I 9 C 6 and 75,000 sawed at this set. 

• 

. * In 19 * " U11 * m8 ““"'a two sets for S.J Payne on Rush 

Run the timber tras bought from Ambrose Hlllifl - 

In 15^ 4 C? Wlllu. cased for T7.7? Kinnieon on Bruffeys Creek 

.’ " #rt ° f thl “ ll “ ber " 8a loggCd KinnisonS ovn farm the rest he boug- 
ht fro: ntnr by farmers. 

#8 _ 1- 15* George William. ,e t hu , lu on thc yc( , oy ^ ^ 

w truffeys creek and 0 B *c d a oet fnr e - 

***" ^innlson .Kinnieon having bought 

.L.t tlater there on thf ^ 

•• ,hcn 8,,, ' r£1 ” 8 uBrd ** 




r... ,ro* And Industry-3.G Smith .Hillsboro, W.Ya. Pocahontas County. 
C ° O eorge Silllnss Coneluaefl- 


in his carpenter cork so Z.Z Elnnison contracted to build and 
B0 »c of Pocahontas County's best and ®t expensive bulldin E 8 
.v t =e cre the ILCthodlst Church at Earl inton,»,7a. The Hillsboro Gre- 
^d a residence in the Einnieon Addition of Hillsboro WHiHH 
^ fte sank Of Hillsboro Huildln E these «e r e aH brick buildings and con¬ 
ned by Kinniaon a resident of HlBsboro and near Lobelia,so most of the 
•-.izter he bought and had srCd nas used by his. in tf construction, of buildi- 
^6 cf so-c hind or other. 


Information-George Willia=s/jW« Hillsboro.H.Va. (R F D) 

Court Records, jfarlinton, 11 
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y-flb. 23, 19-iO 

i ecticn $• - 1 


Kell* v. t/,.t ^ 

. *.r.i a . *e y 

Clov«r Lie*/ , . *'a 

t* - r ~ ~>u r,ty 
? «y 2, 1 40 


Industrial Period <1960-1?10) the people of Pocahontas 
stablished tseir saw rills, prist =illa f 


Puring the 

Co-mry repaired and reest 

t . nrrrleS( and so forth, that they had est»blis .ed before the Civil 
.r, then’of course there .ore many ne. ones built and nany of 
the old ones were under new management. These, however, were all 
snail Individual businesses Just as they had been before the war. 

So greatcommercial industries were begun until 1876 when the St. 
Lawrence Boom and Lumber Company car.e into the county and be,-an 
cutting the white pine, cherry and walnut and rafting it down the 
"reenbrler River to Ronceverte. Since Pocahontas was so abundant 
•n these timbers, this became a very important industry. Practically 
all of the lumber taken from this county during the next twenty- 
five years was taken out in this manner. 

Shile it became known that Pocahontas had small deoosits 
of iron, and some marble nothing was done to develop an Industry 
end no mineral righta were taken. 

5'noe agriculture and grazing ware the *lef occupation a «5 there 
war no coal, nor enough other mineral* to attract corporation* there 
° 0n : ' e Iand °wr.ers and corporations. The land 


was itlU !n tho hands of the 


original owners or their families and 


••• valued only for It* 

. r ' ^ rf ‘ tlT, *g and for the timber. Kven 

-- i *‘ r 

, , . “hot realizing that they were destroying 

*— b .. n , npth . fortun< ^ th-> 


loeij 


•• the rall P0 . a , 


t. t"prove , orno . th-t t "" C °" Plet * d ln 1S01 * «“ oount y 
_ * r ‘ n,P ° t,tl0n **• ,v,1Ub1 '. 


• ** 


I'nit, 


. . ! •»*!**'\ _ p 


P *" «P «hta vast tl^er section. luntar 


Jit , but w)rn 


n t 


1 •• f% 


helusbcrln* d rr 


*t. 







r*h. 9% IQ JO 


.'.Clio Y- I//>1 4 


^e-e was -nee a =«n by the none or Fenry FhUllps who w„ losing 
thle lend 1" the 1790. He enured * eorveyor, »!11I U Poore 
arline Botton, and surveyed 41,000 acre, at the headwaters of 
(Treenbrler River. This surrey tool: In most of that rich tInter 
c='-try. About the rone tine a Randolph County surveyor cade a survey 
of 51,000 acres for Richard Str.ythe which Interfered, and lapped 
the 41,000 acres. 

Phillips having acquired this lar.d paid little or no attention 
to it, not even paying the peltry taxes. With other large surveys it 
lay idle and useless. 

The legislature of Virginia finding that such large grants hindered 
development, evolved the law of forfeiture. . : o in the 1830's and 1940* s 
they began to cut up these lands ar.d sell the* for the benefit of the 
school fund.*?ne Phillips 41,000 acres was thus disposed of to the 
hi.heat bidders. It brought c212.00 which wes about the cost of survey¬ 
ing and selling it. > 

In the 1680's there was a law suit over this land because of the 
surveys of Phillips and Scythe. But it seems that the Smytbe. surveys 
called for a cypress and no cypress could be found In these high 
* untalna. The work probably should have been cl opus meaning a set 

sny rate, Pocahontas county wrested from Randolph County 
this larpe territory. 

7h5 ‘ thr ‘ W t0 ?oc * h °'*»» county , big boundary or soruce „ nd Seo . 
loca forest country so rich ,n tl-br a, to render It wortbles. fa- 
anythin* •l»e. 















Walla Y. HQ 


On the titles based on this sale of forfeitures the land rose 
in value until it was worth somethin- like ;5, 000,000 in one day 
for the timber alone, and now that the timber has been cut is 
held at something like 5.00 an acre for grazing. 

In 1903-1915 when the heavy growth of timber was being operated 
a number of towns sprang up and flourished for a while and d!sap- 
reared. Among them: T.ilkell, Oertude, May, Brarcher, Vl-dellne, Olive, 
Xida, .'/interburn. Burner and Oxley. The foal and Iron Railway 
" h « t * vlElon of wealth ar.d prosperity that na=e once conjured. Town 
sorang up and drummers walked the railroad from one town to the 
next when the trains did not run to suit than, i"he above nen t lo ned 
towns oceunied the eixteen ndles of river and railroad which lies 
between lurbln and .here Randolph Count T begins at the divide. 

1 . no. a part of the cold and barren wh.ch lie, i» Foc^nt.,. 

" “ U U94d t0 l0 ° k - !te - - « no. look, wild and naked. 

. *°" Pocahontas Tie*. . i S10 by Andrew ?rlce 

™ abova towr.a were only a few of th* . 

->irinr , w 1 town3 0f ?oc *^^tas. 

- \r;rr^ - —- ~ 

— .**, —* —- 

- w, mo. . 






T.eat 


Sublet zow.e-rce-^zui-lzutestr?- 


Research ~or'*er O 


Tyritt __Sajgiel j* _$*Ltb_^ te 

0.3 Cusxy, J.R Guthrie & court * cords -<Jo3Wp^ 

Source torllnt0n ;^ 7 !l _.. aC^Ij 

J&y And Vi Iliac Buckley. 3ucicyc.Tr. 7a. £ 

Julian Arbuckle.iixwtlton.T7.7a. ^ 5? * % -> : 

% 7 ‘ • 

This Co.has all newetn at present therefore had to cont; 
eaployts and information was haed to get. N 








T7.Va.Fulp And FapT-Co-t*gan operation in 1900 end have 
practically steady sine* that time,the mill site rae 
cton J Gu® and at that time nas being farme d by him. 


ad paper Co.was sad< up by and with th< foll- 


Charli« Iuk< and S.F SlayiL£k<r end “'illiea TThitme r 


The general manager of this co.rus £.? Shafer for a long pe r- 


iod and th« pr*e»nt Egr.ls S.DHuff,=.S Eiofctan rae general n^r.of the 


Co.etotf end 9urk« L'cCarty tbs assistant store 


an r nora«ouB business at one time ac 


b«8ide e the other stor* e at Spruce and SL- 


Thia i s a doubl* 


011cut afc «ut 75 to 80,000 a day nh- 
‘ b " ,t 01 th ’ lr tli=b»r.thcy had It lo E cntia-B 
Sl.ay enf-inrs built at that ti«.tWv h„„ 


and 3 of th* d« 


steam skidd* rs that the 


ea-mps tm d had ebout 10 te. 


ditch* 


Hiv«r R r 



it ^ And «« CO., . C °- 

[*, ... . I. Ho, rt Hivic se « H Supt.ThC railroad started at Casa 

t v er e it foitd rent com Cheat River near 
Lt up Hath err nod to Spruce and the.e 

r tte oth er fork leads to E.rgoo.S^tyfork and vec.rith a line 

Cheat junction,the ozn 


rii Hiver and In on T«a 


Creek by nay of Red Lie* Lt. 


7h< sill fortune 


were h'illia® Antfereon and Charlie Fursan.the 


druggist ns. Harry Hill and at p*«t atore Ugr.E.C Scith raa store ltgr.at 
Slatyfork.Jay Buckley raa clerk at Slatyfork and run connlsarya for the Co .at 
dlff«r«nt plac< b.L illies Buckley corked in the store at Cheat.The rood) oupts, 
cere Sol kcStdy.rcaaton Payne jms Judaon Taylor and John (Jack) Crookshanks, 
lumber t raa<r8 J.R Guthrie and i'erk Tood Gua,the posttrast* re have been Dr. Joe 
Ay* rs. lake Clerk end James Loyers the present P.M.Lerl Irvine conductor end 
train =*st*r,G«orge Graham ras in charge of the office R.77 Fox bookeeper and 
Uona Sheppard office worker,John Hannah G.C.& I .R.R. Elmer IXmcan chop cl¬ 
erk train caoter and office can,Joe Grave fi yard fore=an,S.2 Icthkin run the 


Coapany *rm and op* rate d th< meat 


aiarket for several years but the present 


.arm aarat r ia G or t * ough,George Andctson was shovel man for the R R and 

another a-or*« Ar.dfraon wa. aaal.tan* .m f 

caistant mill forc:mn,Terd foreman Rob Rose. 

The first CoarMtrw . 

"7 ctor <no Dr.Julian Arbuckle he was on* of Gre- 

•atrl«f CJOacty,leading doctor. . 

t r he lift Onas.the pr«s«nt~br. ia Dr.O.H 

ah and U«ir . 

ltm97 ^ Dr.F.O Biokel. 



a 


..Tt.Fulp 4 0O ’ ?ft6< ? 3 


on th« 0 -C & I a-H corn* ti** or other 

Yhf following * cr< * Dw “ 


lcorg« -iUieM 


ll0#1 B-dVT.Oeors. Cro=«,B«n ,*u*.Frank «11- 

_ ’ ail— M “" t,r, '“* to,llt, ' aU ‘ rU£ * "" 

1 lwtcjloyd Dorn**’ H ' C C1 

, r - odcll rB B train diepatcher .Frank I=«c conductor 

Cmddoct-R'i StanHy.'-" od 

t ,_, k(*o<r ior th* roods and took ord< rs for the 
on a.at.Janes Collie® tin< Knp 

* onaps.Tk. easy- »«* *• *-*-*«« T1 ° Bl " 

osn.Ray Ott.Blacki. «*l*cun HoMrt Blacks,r.rrtn Shifflct.Jos Banna* v.ao 

■frn^hjr* 

on. of t*. Ilrst aaay.rs.and the pr.e.nt aary.ro are Harry Utiles and Oscar 
Sareon.Joe Soodd.ll is tom polio* .H<rb. rt 3hal«r oaot.r mechanic and shop 
Ior*=aa,th« ir electric w«ld*r tan io Chairs' rs Shrader. 

The T.7a.Tuib And ?ap<r Co.have op<rat'd over something lik* IIO, 
000 acx«fi^»*8ide6 eoae in oth« r couti*8 and this ace rag* covered the most of 
th* upper » ud uT PocHhontas County.and took in the following t<rrctory,0aaa, 
vack : t,Qj<at Lt,fiom Cheat Rive r.BCrgoo Cx« «k,Slatyfork,Oauley Ht,Ilk Riv*r 
and to th« Randolph County line and then they r* r« Operating Iron 1915 to 30 
they • =pl©y» d bttceca SpOO and 3,000 men that r* c* iv* d Iron $ 2-50 to 3 4.60 
a *y(th« high price® wc P e during the tmr.) 

£ •**« ■ h< hand »ill at Oeo they had a pulp mill et Sprue* end 

tb*7 ? ut out oolld train load* nf ^ * 

pulp that tms shipped to Covington Va.to th¬ 
eir aill or to Iuk« kd tn . 

paper Bill there and on larch 20.1940 they 

^ g»t 

Ek- J/ * r -^ton plant that destroyed several thousand dollaa 
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Vs.rulp 1 »P‘ r 


* 


th el prop 


rty 


nnd 


^t«rir.l,loDir^ T0 


-illlon pounds of finish'd 'croft 


q 4 1Crap 


1 G id «6 tk« pap 


<r end two 


B , a th'lr Uv<B J.I St.eUy plant 


*.snd r ^ tx 


tt ill chfaist and 


*r p t.hcad w« r< overcome with smoke 


Mid ii' d 


Of t h.ert attach. 
During the war they 


h»d an Ixtract plant 


at chat la call'd th' 


in th< low<r *r.d of Cccb 


c th< cupt.v;tfi A.Uolton. 


Y,andh<r» th'y andt^X^y 
Th , population of Cass at the pr'ocnt «1 la SOO hut hach a » years 
a«o It had a population of g 2,00 and at that time nos the largest torn in 
Pocahontas County.Caaa has shout ^00 El Ooupony houses a school for the *h- 
ite population also a school for the colored,} churches and a lar e e hotel 
that would acco=cooate from pO to 75 people that was under the management 
of lire.Jack Crookshanks and a Ura.KCaater at different tim< a they employed 
- :r 5 _lrlu uad 2 uuoku.bealdea this istabli8hmnt thiy had private hutclu 
Ml xeatauxanta on the cast side across the river,and it was on caot aide 
tht lumber hioko mostly put up und it was here that eiviral aurdire 
ntjt coraltted and coo known eg dirty etreet over here you found 2 or 3 eto- 
*• a r«stsurant ,a hotel and ievcral privately owned houses. 

The -o.h*a ®=ps from Spruce to 3<®is on the tfegtern Maryland R R f 
*°** o h I H * **■ ***** by Italians and Austrians and thege were 


as the Lohuni 






—————- 

th ' lr slstyfork this min* *»» operated 

L top of Gaulty lit .between Bexgoo Creek 

■f mraed up below Spruce and rae called the Hopk- 

l ntl i 19 ^ 0 . another min* «*• 0 ^ eA 

iust below the Hopkina mine,and abou t 
/ins mine, another mao the Unan =in* J«* 

■ , nd Deer Uck mines -«« <*«' d ~ *** ** 

■ 1920 Big John miae 8 d ^ 

■ , > -rctk this coal ..ns mostly used by the 

f tt(y were lumbering up Fiohias B»k Or* 

. ♦ , hc *om of Ccso. You find coal on many of their 
f CO. in their tralne and at the town 01 

a- .v,o* min es tri 11 be reopened and new ones 
j | holding, and no doubt come day the B e min en wi 

opened up- 

The TT.Va Pulp And Paper Company beyond a doubt had the largcet op¬ 
erations of any Co.operating in Pocahontas Co.fend today they own several th¬ 
ousand aero of land but have sold several thoucand acres to the government 
for reforestation purposes,th€ir farming operations are v*ry extensive as thty 
have farm lands from just outside of Cass to the/oreenbanfc road and along 
D*er Creek and you find land in higi state of cultivation and some of the fi¬ 
nest bams that are found in this section of the State and in these they wi¬ 
nter froa ? to 300 head of cattle and back a f<w years ago they prodndd over 
1,000 laato a y«ar. 

• h ..7a.Pulp & Pnptr Co. Operations in Pocahontas County have me 
ant mort to tb u ro«th of th« county than any other operation that has taken 
place hr bc y ° nly furnish'd vaployarr.y to the people but have helped 





" "a.Pulp » Psp' rT 3 o.Pocahontas Co. ? o E e f 6.S.O.*** 

^tlv in the «V taxation »• toon, that hn~ sprung up 

% *»« — scatter 1 <i houses at — coal ■*- 

at Hopkins mine.Unan .!»..** Lick * Big **n *inea,at Spruce where th- 
t tie pulp mi» you found ».«*« of acre of spruce trees as «. Is 

I cold place snow getting 2 to 3 * t£t deep. 

their 40 j^rs of operating at C*ss it Is estimated they out 

I.I86.MJO.OOO and about the sane amount of pulp «ood.=ost of the hardwood 
went to lute Hd.and it is evirated by one of their former lumber graders th- 
at they carried 16 Billion feet of lumber on the yards at a time.They had a 
plaining mill and put out finished surfaced lumber in the ray of siding,flo¬ 
oring and other dressed lumber that ras costly used locally in the county. 

The Pocahontas Supply Co.store did a business of $ IPOO.COO.CO a year 
business rhei they were in the br«*t. of the timber and when buoinfec weo good. 
The mill burned I n Qglt but was rebuilt at once. 

Cass to jay is a thrlwlng lumb er town that has meant a lot to Pouahon- 
tas County a. it Me a market for all the surplus farm commodities of the 

di ig rr< .ory.payed enormous taxes that helped onr county schools and 

t ov rr— ..i and furnished employment to thousands of her cltirens this was 
Pocahontas County 1 ■ largest operation »nd the payroll of the ..7..Pulp and 
***" th. largest of any ta Pocahontas.Th, lumbering from about I 3 00 

t s »K ... th. grSMs.t industry in the county but oieeo, eh, I 
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r ith :_i xlsooro. .."a. ocahontaa o. 



re' .na :n - try.S um* 1 0 

b i X*lnms And '-iftr co. 

I I 9 J 7 tM i:.corpori-t'd und 1 -K dllte *88 ?re 8 .sr.d G*» •&. 
r .C pi: > r Vic* ?r*«. and Dr.h.3 '-llao* ? C, nnd Tr*as.all of Clinton.:.'. 


TWlr operations have b“n all over Pocahontas County and part of 

0lWatei .r a. th«y operat'd In 1917 on Spring Creek in Greenbrier Co.thie 
•a. ituc d oy J.L Howard of iuc*y*.and in 1920 they str€ operatic on lau. 
ft i c *ek.I9i7 on Ilk .and in 192° °n brushy ..t.Cumnins Creek.EtavCr Creek 
and until 1926 th«y operating in th* Huntersville District but in 1929 

they ought two tracts of timber from F.P Clark titaling S10 acres and in 
193G thty bought a bomefery of 60 acr^s of the John Gay *st.on Bucks Hun and 


1931/ thty bought a tract of 156 acr*s on tl»e Dry fork of Stony Creek 
: ro- illiar: 0 and Jtssifc Burgess of uiure 1 Crtefc.and since that time they 
hare had ti* ir circular mill set in the upper part of the town £f karlinton 
ar.i -aying and trucking logs where ever they can buy any in connection with 
this mill they run a p3ane r and sell building material already surfaced and 
r«aly for use. 

. nen th«y w«r< operating at capacity they used from 6 to 6 teams of 
to i0 tht “kiddinghad a log 'ngln* and 4 or 5 lo e trucks rrhe n they *c r e 
.p.rstln* <b laurel Creek* and used from 3 to 4 trucks to haul lusher and logs. 

E.rt Roberts was their sawyer for quite a long time.and Alva Johnson 
M tb« p.-e.eot W*r grader uj has been f or c<Ttral yearE . 

.-ewiaes UU* Wring operations the y hnvc . W store,In which 
\ tb»y — • thin offlce.^ea.,.! , tor . . B(ttt wWt ^ Qn wlfBC , d -t . t 
] tJ tt.r i. Clarence Jor<u»,. M U,., r . tor , Mn B0ElEt , d lIy hired help ^ bt6 _ 
I um tats tb.y di.tnwt. Conoco gasoline sn d oil in Pocahontas and Randolph 
| .. . “P *«»- th.lr Wring operation. OS the 

u* »*raSy. k 4 r iintoo. . . 



